GALLERIES OF THE WORLD
“The Clockwork Gallery” in Berlin

Text & Photo by Aki Nagasaka, Design by Rena Ohashi

You might be on your daily morning
commute to work, or you might look
up while waiting for a green light. If
you are living in Berlin you could find
yourself suddenly in a gallery without
ever physically going into a museum.
The Clockwork Gallery public art
project thus pervades the daily life
of Germany’ s capital city.

The unigueness of the Clockwork
Gallery is that it has not single but
multiple gallery spaces. As the name
indicates, the gallery exists in the
poster space just below the clock,
standing in the streets, and it
exhibits various artworks created by
artists from around the world.

The work does not contain any
information of its' title or artist but
can be obtained from the website
( www.clockworkgallery.com). Thus
only those who are interested in the
project look up online and learn
about the concept of the Clockwork
Gallery itself and the ideas of the
artists and their view. This duality
of a completely public existence,
but whose meaning is hidden,
reflects the public and inner aspects
of real life.

The project is organized by David
Barbarino and Alexander HaBenpflug,
two artists living in Berlin. After
studying art in London, the two
returned to their home country of
Germany. They started this project
amidst the recently booming art
scene of Berlin in 2006.

60

It is their belief that commercial
galleries are not the only places to
show art, and that great art and
unigue things can be done among
fellow artists working side by side.

British collage and drawing artist
Mathew Hale and French installation
video artist Olivier Castel are
amongst the seven artists who have
had exhibitions so far. In connection
with The Clockwork Gallery name,
there is a plan to publish a book
representing a collection of the
exhibits; once a cycle of twenty-four
projects are completed.
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