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Berlin is a city of different faces,
revealing them according to season.
As if the grey, wet, and cold winter
was an illusion, the summer’s
sunniest and most brilliant days are
everlasting. The city' s center is lush
with green space, and after only a
short bike trip, one can reach a
nearby forest or park. One of them is
Treptow Park, which exists in the
eastern part of Berlin known as
Treptow. Here the Spree Theme Park
once flourished. It currently is
abandoned and welcomes no guests.

Treptow Park is located along the
Spree River that flows through the
city, in what was formerly East Berlin
before the Berlin Wall came down. On
the river’ s opposite shore, the park is
faced by industrial buildings and
designer housing. It is a large park,
even when Berlin’s large and
de-densified scale is considered. On a
sunny day, the park is populated with
couples sunbathing, families playing
table tennis, and cyclists. In the early
1900’ s, when Berlin was much more
compact and dense, Treptow was
considered to be a countryside
retreat. In 1969 after Germany was
divided, Spree Park opened its gates
as the only permanent amusement
park in the GDR. It was called
“Kulturpark Planterwald” , and had an
impressive 45-meter Ferris wheel,
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along with other rides imported from
the capitalist countries (repainting hid
the previous sighage). The theme park
was a symbol of East German pride
and the country s enjoyable life
standard, and acted as a resort
destination for East Germans. In 1989
with the fall of the wall, the park was
bought by a West German investor,
and its name changed to Spree Park.
The new rides and “the Western
Village” ; a miniature version of
American cowboy village with actual
habitants, were introduced. It was
Berlin’ s Disneyworld, and attracted as
many as 1.5 million visitors annually.

Despite success, the park closed its
gates in 2002 due to the owner’ s
insolvency. Since then, the theme
park has been guietly deserted and
abandoned, without the clearance of
the rides and amusement objects. The
greenery is beginning to dominate the
park, lending to it the appearance of a
small forest. Although the park is
fenced off, we still can get a glimpse
of the Ferris wheel, knocked-over
fiberglass dinosaurs, and rusted roller
coasters. The theme park is strangely
peaceful and awkwardly silent. It
seemed like a paradise for animals
and birds, but was filled with
melancholic air associated with the
stagnated time. Even though the
dinosaurs are artificial, the fallen
reptiles looked sad, and the handsome
but halted Ferris wheel lonesome.

The Spree Park sums up the history,
economy, and atmosphere of Berlin
very well. Berlin is a city where empty
space still remains so. It has a touch
of melancholy and slackness, but at
the same time it has tremendous
amount of the feeling of freedom and
all-embrasure. Berlin is very
resourceful in time and space.
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