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The project was developed over three years and was presented as

a work in progress at various stages. It was first shown as a wall based installation
comprising of photographs and letters.

The second incarnation was a sculptural installation with objects and a book.
The completed project was shown as an architectural installation;

a labyrinth interspersed objects and sounds.

The project in progress was exhibited at

Lipp Family Residence
Bad Homburg, Germany 8. 2010

as a part of Project, potentially no one sees it part 3

Gallery Kurant
Tromso, Norway 5. 2011
as a part of Baby, I lost my handshoes...

Heidelberger Kunstverein
Heidelberg, Germany 11. 2011

as a part of Ubermorgenkiinstler 1T

Forum da Maia
Porto, Portugal 6. 2012
as a part of Baby, I lost my handshoes...

The completed project was exhibited at

Kunsthalle Exnergasse
Vienna, Austria 11. 2012
as a part of Baby, I lost my handshoes...
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In January 1985 the Italian novelist Italo Calvino began work on a series of six essays on literature
that he had been invited to deliver later that year as part of the Charles Eliot Norton Lectures at
Harvard. On the night of 6 September Calvino was admitted to the hospital of Santa Maria della Scala
in Siena where he died of a cerebral hemorrhage two weeks later. Calvino’s lecture notes appeared
posthumously as Lezioni americane in 1988 and then in English translation as Six Memos for the Next
Millennium in 1993. The essays (of which there are in fact only five because of the unhappy timing
of author’s death) explore the values of lightness, quickness, exactitude, visibility and multiplicity as
Calvino finds them in the work of writers from Ovid and Lucretius to Musil and Gadda. In the fifth
essay (on multiplicity) Calvino develops the idea of the novel as the reconfiguration of interrelated
fragments subject to a type of combinatorial play, a context in which Calvino says this of his own novel
published in 1979 only a few years before: “These considerations are at the basis of what I call the
‘hypernovel,” which I tried to exemplify in If on a winter’s night a traveler (Se una notte d’inverno un
viaggiatore). My aim was to give the essence of what a novel is by providing it in concentrated form,
in ten beginnings; each beginning develops in very different ways from a common nucleus, and each
acts within a framework that both determines and is determined ... My temperament prompts me
to ‘keep it short,” and such structures as these enable me to unite density of invention and expression

with a sense of infinite possibilities.”

Japanese visual artist Aki Nagasaka exhibited the first installments of her work If on a winter’s night
a traveler at Lipp Family Residence in August 2010. Conceived according to a principle of structured
open-endedness inspired by Calvino’s novel, the artist added to the work over the course of the
following two years during installations in Norway, Germany, Portugal and Austria. At roughly this
same time Nagasaka was at work on another major project, Project T, T for Taut., based on the work
of Weimar-era architect and urban planner Bruno Taut. Working in Europe since 2007 and the US
for almost a decade before that, If on a winter’s night a traveler and Project T, T for Taut. together
constitute something of an endcap to Nagasaka's time living abroad and working outside Japan.
Borrowing from the language of the novel, we can describe Nagasaka's If on a winter’s night a traveler
as comprising chapters. The first four of these center on a collection of objects and on the artist’s (real
and imagined) recollections of their (personal and historical) provenances. The work’s fifth chapter
concerns the telling of the artist’s relation to the work’s 95-year-old dedicatee, Frau Lipp, and the
artist’s reflections on the ways in which the entire project passes through Calvino in the form of his
characters and his narrative structures. In the paragraphs that follow I add my own reflections to the
cork-topped holder of algae, the goblet of candies, the flask of drinking water and the Lomonosov

figurine of a fox around which Nagasaka develops the first four chapters of the work.

“Kompeito made in the same atelier,” read Nagasaka's reflections on the brilliantly colored sugar candy
introduced to Japan in the 16¢h century, “always have the identical shape with the same numbers
of protuberances. They are hand made by craftsmen and the skill is passed down among them orally

just like how the ancient cult of beekeeping was kept secret in Egypt, Greece, and Rome.” Exhibited

19851 H — A 2 Y 7 O/NHFEA v - vy 4 — 2 3 1305 2 EIC LIc6 D DERME H ICH
Db iES T, N— A= FRZICHEFINIE R, 20F0ENICF Yy — VATV Fy b —
PURREHERPTA LIRS TR0, LI LIAGCHDRE, AVY 4 —/ By Flcdhdy v
R VT Ty T AN THRICGEIENART 2. 02 @M%, IR X DR SRt o
foo BINIAHNVY 4 — ) DFERERL, FEEHODED 6 3FFE - 72 1988 412 TLezioni Americane] & L
THIRS ML, 1993 IS R S /e T e R TR D 7cD DIROD A B NI & o7, T8RS TR
S TIERES ) TIERE) TR T—BME), vy 4 — 2 B Ih b 230 5 6 ODfffE L L7
Mo (BRI E2HNVT 44— DHICE WV ERIRLDDSOULPERIN TR o) A= 1 v
FLWZVTATA =P W, Ty XoDIEmICRONSREE LTEE LTS, 5OHD [Z4k
PE] TR L WO FHAEADH T, H2HEOMEE ENHERO L &, BE DO W T 23R AH) 72 B 2
DR LD LEBRINTO LS, MlckI2Hichary 7 FANBEBINTHS, Th
1979 ICHRS NI H B OEETLDOEO L Y DRADI DFTEROBEICERN SN TS, [H
- /NG) LR, e TEADHDE D DIRADI X ST 2D RAERPRE S LRATARE D
ZHo1DIF, CDX D BERRSTDTT. ROBERZ, Nk s 3 OOKRE 2 ER/IHO WS
N EELRFOTEICEH L ORT L TLER 20HEO/NgBENEREL >0 ) T
WO P RIE S, Bl — HROVFEZRET 25D TH O 6, I ZznNBAKZNG DY)
FEICRESNTOL S —D2DFHAAIE —ERT2 L0 DR S7D T, - - KE» 6 LTI T4
(ELIEINELPOBHLTTR, 29 LIHEED I TRIBAIR ERIUEF L6 b 2h
PR OWERNFTRMEDERISE T OU 2 L TE2DTT .

20108 H — BRARET — b Fuyz2 F TZOKG L D OFRAD] OFIEERE Y v TEZDOK
BTt WhAWEEBEZTIANVT 4 — ) NRORETHIA—T vy FicikiE® o L5
XOICLT, ZOBAIZFICED, 2—my AFEH (VY z—, FAY, KNV ANV, =AY T)
THZaY =2 FOFIERREL, BEL TS, BERUEHCRREOKE L 7oy x 2 b
[Project T, T for Taut.] DHINELHED Tinte, 2N Y A4 ~— VILFIEED N A > @5 - #HE
RCholeT)w— -2y FREEIZL TV, 200782 6K 6FEMICEL 2 —n v S TOH LD
L, 104ELLED T X Y A TOEFIK DT, 2OEVEN 2HINTDH 2 HARPEEN., 1
b I LIREN OIS LTS kB H IS > T IXDHEG L H DFRADT K& K TProjece T, T for
Taue.] EWI 20D T Y2l ME, T—TAAPLLTHLOEDDELHHEDS (DY FEry
FEEZDMPL LAV, CCTHHROMFEREYZ L2761 BRO ey s b 40K
LODRANPIBZEED ) ICE > THERSND EEZLDKEA D, FIHDD4ODETIE, ik
L OLNICT ) BIDOTORYT 5. 2OMGIL ENIcEA O EBLMRERZKD, ik
PLOEIZ LB R EESESRON TV S, F5HE TR, REP IO T vy =2 MESMZET I
FTEH2Y) vy FlgA(955%) EOBMBRPEEICL, 270y =22 bR—BLTHINVY 4 —/ DX
SRR L ARG 2 Ec LS SR LTV S 2 EXH»SI NS, DTFICk XETR, B
TESICER T 2E /70 — MR RAGAAT 2 v 2 EDE, RIS NIcWREY, 75 23l
BRIk vme/ —Y 7HOMOEY — OIS, FROELR LS 2 LicLizw,

[ U LETES LT, | 16 RIS H RIS TE BRIl LIcWIEF 2O LT,



in the gallery together with the objects they describe, Nagasaka's observations move back and forth
between the formal qualities of objects and the stories of their animation. “Portuguese missionaries
landed at Nagasaki in 1543. They brought Kompeito as well as other Portuguese sweets, which
Japanese people referred as ‘southern barbaric sweets.” Nonetheless Japanese people had never seen
sugar in such a shape as Kompeito and thus they highly praised it.” The word is a Japanese borrowing
from the Portuguese made so long ago that even today it is written with Han characters instead of the
katakana usually reserved for words of foreign origin. The candy is sold in train stations. It is given
as a parting gift at the Imperial palace. It is thoroughly Japanese. Kompeito is made according to a
process of the repeated application of liquid sugar to what was once a hard seed and later a single grain
of sugar. Now the candy is made with syrup alone without need for any core at all. Improvements in
the technology of the candy’s manufacture mean that the brightly colored sugar crystals no longer
develops cherries about their pits or pearls about grains of sand. The kompeito in the crystal goblet
are literally decentered and the multiplicity of rounded protuberances that make up the surfaces of the

candy are no longer countermanded by an indicator of origin or core.

“On her wedding day Miss Margherita made a commitment to herself and to the nation that she would
become the first queen of Italy ... her transformation as the queen was symbolized by her obsession
with pearls. Italian people called her the ‘Queen of Pearls” with admiration.” The website at Christie’s
lists 52 lots once belonging to the queen that have sold recently at the company’s auction house in
London. An antique mother-of-pearl demi-parure. A collection of French documents. Antique jewels
made of tortoiseshell. A coral casket. An ivory box from King Rama V of Siam. But no pearls. Buyers
would do better to purchase from the Japanese luxury supplier of cultured pearls first opened by K-
okichi Mikimoto in 1899. Famous especially for the luster of its black pearls, the company’s website
lists dozens of pieces made of pearls or pearls and diamonds together. Among them are a pair of black
pearl earrings, a morning dew ring of black pearls and diamonds, a three- pearl drop pendant of
black pearls, and an avenir necklace of silver pearls and black pearls together. Kokichi Mikimoto first
observed ama divers at work in the waters of Ise Bay. The ama divers of Japan were historically women
and it was they who were responsible for the by-hand collection of the thousands of oysters required for
the discovery of even a single pearl. This changed with Mikimoto’s invention of the technique of pearl
cultivation now used around the world; the ama divers remain now as only an attraction for tourists.
Pearls develop as an oyster or other mollusk deposits layers of an iridescent combination of calcium
carbonate and conchiolin around an irritant inserted intentionally into the animal or lodged there
accidentally. The irritant may be a parasite, a bit of dirt, a particle ingested during feeding or a grain
of sand. All pearls develop about such an irritant. All pearls develop about kernel or a core; without a
kernel there is no pearl. (As without a core there would once have been no kompeito.) Without pearls
Queen Margherita would have been known to history under a different moniker. And her legacy would

have been transmitted through a different assembly of objects.

“The existence of Marimos is non-logical and out of order from nature. It attests that non-logical,
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stubborn, persistent, and excessive are the qualities from which beauty emerges. Marimos only
exist in a few places in the world and thus aren’t in any way popular or common. They live off of
photosynthesis, yet like dark and cool places away from the sun. Photosynthesis plants are usually flat
or linear to maximize their intake of the sun, and only green on the surface (white inside) to minimize
their energy consumption. However Marimos are spherical and thus half is always in shadow, and they
are green all the way to the core.” The mossy green balls of seaweed the Japanese call marimo and the
Icelanders kiluskitur appear in the first chapter of Nagasaka's work. The marimo shimmer inside a
cork-topped glass jar set atop a gallery pedestal, the hard surfaces of the wood standing in contrast
to round and cottony quality of the plants. In her reflections on the marimo / kdluskitur Nagasaka
makes resonate the cold waterscapes of island countries separated from each other by the expanse of an
increasingly diminished Arctic. When Nagasaka imagines an underground tunnel used by trolls, elves
and the marimo as a type fantastic hidden highway, the image makes explicit that many of the most
important messages in the work arise not from proximity (whether physical or conceptual) but instead
through the invocation of the disparate places or things brought together in the appearance of a single

object.

Nagasaka's If on a winter’s night a traveler proceeds according to a discourse of objects. Round objects
made smooth inside the body of an animal. Misshapen objects made bumpy in the application of
syrup. Cottony objects held suspended in a jar. Tiny objects imagined at the tip of the tongue. Our
encounters with the objects Nagasaka brings together in her work engender in us a network of images
active in the mind all at the same time. Differences of shape, centering, placement and meaning are all
let to resonate in a collection of shifting stories. We return to Calvino. “Who are we,” Calvino asks in
closing Six Memos for the Next Millennium, “if not a combinatoria of experiences, information, books
we have read, things imagined? Each life is an encyclopedia, a library, an inventory of objects, a series
of styles, and everything can be constantly shuffled and reordered in every way conceivable.” Who
are we, indeed, outside the collected experiences the world brings to bear upon us and the stories we

choose to write around them?

Trevor Baca

September 2013

Trevor Baca (*¥1975) is an American composer of new music. His concerns as a composer include lost and secret texts; broken
and dismembered systems; sorcery, divination and magic; and the effects, action and beauty of light. Bala's scores have been
exhibited as art and his music has been played throughout the US, Europe and Japan.
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At the beginning of winter, a few years ago, I was invited to the ninety-fifth birthday of a woman
whose grandson I was dating at the time. I had heard about her before. I had heard that she spent her
teenage years in the mountains of Austria, got married, and moved to Germany during the World War
II. That she injured her legs when she was young and had not gone out of her house for more than ten
years since she started using a wheelchair. That she had wished to die after her husband passed away.
When I finally met her she was an elegant, dignified lady, sitting beautifully with her back straight.
Surrounded by her family she cracked up witty jokes and made them laugh. While eating the birthday
cake she said sincerely and deftly, ‘My birthday wish is to die. But I cannot help that the time has
not come yet.” Despite of my poor German, I was struck by her intelligence, directness, and lightness

which seemed to have been acquired from the accumulated experiences and the distilled time.

I imagined a project as an excuse to get to know her better. How could it be possible that a person
with such a brilliant brain and an active sprit like hers could stay inside the house for so long? What
had she seen while wishing for a death to take over her life? I desired to collect her stories before her
consciousness and memory completely disappeared. I also hoped to send something to her that might
activate her sense from the outside world. I organized an exhibition at her home where no one other
than her family could view. With a help of a German friend who translated for me I proposed that,
“Even though we both remain in our own life routines let’s embark on a journey together through
the exchanges of letters and objects. The person who sends a letter becomes a guide and the object
alongside the letter becomes our destination. We would take turns and continue the journey till one of

us wished to terminate the journey.”

Although our journey was supposedly a two-person journey there was always a translator in-between
us, and as such she became our travel companion along the way. And one other person who was
always present in our journey, this was Italo Calvino. Her presence often reminded me of the qualities
Calvino's writings possess - lightness, quickness, exactitude, whimsicalness, and humor. For over three
and a half years since I started the project, I had been taken by the opportunities to get to know her, to
share such a personal connection and experiences beyond the languages and generations. At the same
time, I felt the difficulty of transforming my personal experiences into an artwork and defining a fair
boundary between private and public matters. I felt a great pressure to use storytelling as an expression
for the first time, however, I also felt a large responsibility to complete the project. It was where all

these feelings were intertwined that the work came into the shape slowly.

By quoting Calvino's lines from the original book “Find the most comfortable position: seated,
stretched out, curled up, or lying flat. Flat on your back, on your side, on your stomach. In an
easy chair, on the sofa, in the rocker, the deck chair, on the hassock. In the hammock, if you have a
hammock. On top of your bed, of course, or in the bed. You can even stand on your hands, head down,
in the yoga position,” I hope this publication invites the readers to an unique experience of their own

rather than it remaining as memoir of our journey or a record of the exhibitions.

Aki Nagasaka
September, 2013
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Many thanks to :

Frau. Paola Lipp who was always intelligent, brave, and generous to
share the journey with me. Family Lipp who were understanding and
helpful. Italo Calvino who encouraged me through out the project,
let me borrow one of his book titles, and joined the project as the
character of Mr. Palomar. Ani Schultze who accompanied the journey
as a translator. Vajra Spook and Mark Walker who helped to proofread
the texts repeatedly. Adam Fearson who gave the voice to the final
work. Atalya Laufer, Vytautas Jurevicius, Lisa Meixner, Donna Huanca,
Bianca Baldi, Yuki Kishino who gave me support and suggestions along
the way. People at Gallery Kurant, Heidelberg Kunstverein, Forum da
Maia who gave me opportunities to show the work in progress. People
at Kunsthalle Exnergasse who worked hard to show the finished work
in the best condition. URAN-US/Shojiro Okuno who has been editing
and designing this publication. Nobuko Kawata who has translated this
publication. And Trevor Bata who has been my close friend for over a

decade and contributed the text in the publication.
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