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Project Background / 7AY 7 hDER

Although technically belonging to Tokyo prefecture, Hachijojima is 287km away from the mainland Tokyo, located in the Pacific Ocean, and it is an island of everlasting spring. The island was
populated during the Jyomon period and the inhabitants had communications and traded with people from other islands. It served as a penal colony in the Edo period and as an important military
station during the Pacific War. After the war, the island was developed into a resort destination and people called it “Hawaii of Japan” or “Hawaii of Orient”. Larger-scale hotels were built during
the bubble economy period. After the bubble burst, those hotels were closed, affected by backlash of the outrageous development and change of Japanese people’s taste, preferring to travel
to the real Hawaii over the made-up Hawaii. The hotel buildings were left there, abandoned.

According to monetary statistics Tokyo Metropolitan Government publishes, the current financial situation of the island is in deficit, and it doesn’t seem that the island has a strong economic
activity. However, upon visiting and staying there for some days, | observed an alternative economy existing, based on human relation and objects. People in the island have customs of giving
others produce and dairy products they harvest and seafood they fish. | observed generosity and strength in the relationship and exchange established in the community and in their way of
living as part of the nature. Those aspects were something | couldn’t see from the numbers on the statistics.

| felt as if | was seeing the future of Tokyo and Japan in the present Hachijojima and also saw a glimpse of hope in the mechanism formed as a result of some kind of failure and hardship, or
the mechanism self-sustaining without affected by them. | decided to further look into those mechanisms.
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Abandoned Hotels / ZOEXXICHESZhizRTIL

Large-scale resort hotels were built during the bubble economy period and closed after the bubble burst. They still exist in the is-
land as abondoned buoldings. Because of their scale, one sees them from various points while driving around the island.
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Aloe Vera / 7OX X3

Aloe Vera, a plant natively grows in South Africa, was brought to the island by a pharmaceutical company. They had an idea to devel-
op a medicine using Aloe Vera, however, they withdrew from the business after realizing they wouldn’t make much profit from it. It
was left in the island and grew there proliferously as the island’s climate suited to the plant. Now, the plant can be seen everywhere
in the island, although there is not much use for it.
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Tamaishi / A

Volcanic stones produced by the eruptions of two volcanoes, formed the island, get washed by the strong current flowing by the
island and they become oval shapes. People in the island call them Tamaishi (ball stones) and traditionally use them to make walls,
to protect houses from typhoons that hit the island frequently.
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Things Given to Me by People in the Island / EDA4ZbFAlc<N=HD

During some days of staying in the island, | met several people and they gave me, a stranger, various things, including passion fruits,
boiled eggs, salt, rice balls, garlic cloves, muffins, seaweed cake, sautéed spinach, grilled fish, bottled water, passion fruit juice, and
barnacles (shown in the picture). They also gave me a place to stay and connected me to a passion fruit farmer, whom | decided to
collaborate for my project.
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About Project / 7Y x7McDWT

While pondering about ways to approach the mechanism existing in Hachijojima, namely the economy based on human relation and objects, | decided to involve myself in the island’s community
to take part of their exchange and circulation of objects. With the aim to think about the relation between artist’s work and labor, | decided to contribute my labor as a way to make my work.
More specifically, | helped a farm to grow one of the island signiture produce; passion fruits, and asked them to send the harvested fruits to the exhibition in exchange of my labor. As a gesture
to illuminate the non-monetary flow existing in the island and extend the flow to the viewers and the city of Tokyo, | titled the project “current not currency”. Through working in collaboration
with others and the nature and displaying and offering the fruits to the viewers, | aimed to contemplate on an individual person’s position in society as well as the position of humankind in the
ecological structure on Earth, and present one form of strength to survive through our times, where it is difficult for us to have future outlook.
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current not currency (2019) / ALY b/ YybhALYY— (2019)

Sculpture: passion fruits sent from Hachijojima and outside vegetable stand (100cm x 80cm x 180cm)
Watercolor drawing: diagram depicting the project concept and the human relation and object based economy in the island (150cm x 80cm x 4.5cm)
Video: documentation video of the artist’s experience and labor in the island (15°18)

Video Shooting and Editing: YANAGDA Kaho
Cooperation: OKUYAMA Takashi Farm, Tokyo Metropolitan Islands Area Research and Development Center of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries,
Hachijo Town Government Office, Akiharu and Taeko Kikuchi

Intallation View at Tokyo Arts and Space Hongo (Photos: TAKAHASHI Kenji / Photo Courtesy: Tokyo Arts and Space)
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